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Linda Evans, left, and Nancy Carroll, right, of Sherrill have sponsored 

Batangas, Philippines resident Leandro, center, for eight years and finally 

got the chance to meet him in January.  (Photo courtesy of Linda Evans) 
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SHERRILL  After eight years of sponsoring a youngster in the Philippines, two Silver City residents finally 

fulfilled a longtime desire to meet the teen as they traveled to his home country in January. 

  

Nancy Carroll and Linda Evans have sponsored a young man named Leandro -- they are not allowed to use his 

last name, they explained -- in Batangas, Philippines since 2006. The women, both former teachers with the 

Oneida City School district, became sponsors after they were introduced to the work of the then-Christian 

Foundation for Children and Aging organization by a representative who visited central New York to promote 

the organization.  

  

Evans was the first to decide she wanted to take on the sponsorship, and asked Carroll to join her. In addition 

to the financial assistance of $400 a year, money they agreed doesn’t seem like much in U.S. dollars but goes a 

lot farther in the Philippines, they write letters back and forth to Leandro. All of the sponsored youth and 

elderly are required by the agency, now known simply as Unbound, to write a minimum of two letters a year 

to their sponsors. 

  

Last year, the women received 5 letters, they said.  

  

“It’s a good way for him to work on his English and writing skills,” Evans said.  

  

Carroll and Evans almost got the chance to meet Leandro in 2013, but the trip filled before they were able to 

register. They didn’t wait this time around, and secured their spots on the Unbound-hosted flight to the 

Philippines to meet their young friend.   

  

They left on Jan. 23, meeting up with Leandro and his family on both Jan. 26 and Jan. 31, before returning to 

the states on Feb. 3. Their first get-together was at a large gymnasium in Manila in an event organized by 

Unbound, and there the women found thousands of enthusiastic sponsored youth and elderly who were 

overjoyed by the visit by the sponsors. 

  

“We were just amazed,” Carroll said. “We had no idea of the scope of the program until we saw the people 

there. It was a real eye opener.” 

  

http://gmail.com/


“We went to the receptions and kids were waving flags and hollering to us,” Evans said. “It made me feel 

like a celebrity.” 

  

There were games and activities for the groups to get acquainted, and Evans and Leandro scored the runner-up 

position in the egg toss game. Philippine dancers demonstrated their talents, and plenty of pictures were taken 

at the event. The women ended up with thousands of photos between them. 

  

Since they were both former teachers, Carroll and Evans were curious about Leandro’s own schooling. They 

visited a local school and found out the classrooms were very cheery with colorful decorations, and all of the 

children learned English. The school day went from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, but they were all 

released for two full hours midday to go home for lunch, they said. Leandro has to cross a lake to get to his 

school, so he stays with an aunt nearby during school days to be closer to the building. 

  

Leandro will graduate from high school this month, and plans to attend college. Much of the money the 

women send him each year goes towards educational expenses, and all is controlled through Unbound so it 

goes towards where it is intended, they explained.  

  

Both Carroll and Evans wanted to see Leandro and his family in their own home as well. They decided to visit 

the family’s Batangas hillside home -- with some 1,500 stair steps leading down the hill to get to the bamboo 

structure with a metal roof -- to make their visit complete.  

  

Leandro is the seventh child in a family with nine children, they said, and they ended up meeting both of his 

parents and most of his siblings. A brother and a sister had both moved next door, so all of the family still 

resided in the same area, they learned.  

  

Evans, an artist herself, looked forward for years for the chance to someday sit down with Leandro and create 

some artwork with him. She finally had her chance to draw with him at his home.  

  

Meanwhile, Carroll went outside and played basketball with his siblings -- one of the gifts they gave him was 

a new basketball that made his face light right up -- and found out later that was quite a rarity in the 

Philippines because girls don’t play basketball there. They are more likely to play soccer or softball, they were 

told later. 

  

His father especially was full of joy to meet the Americans. 

  

“He kept telling us he was so proud that we came to his house, over and over,” Evans said.  

  

“They were so happy that we came all that way to see them, Carroll said. “We were only the second 

sponsors to actually go to his community in his sub-project.”  

  

Since Leandro is planning on continuing his education, he is eligible to remain with the Unbound sponsorship 

group. Carroll and Evans have already decided to help him with his education, and also plan to expand their 

sponsorship to include other youngsters in the near future. 

  

They both agreed their sponsorship money was well spent. 

  

“To us, it doesn’t seem like a lot but to them it goes a long way,” Carroll said. “They were all so very 

appreciative of what we had done for him, and that really meant a lot.” 

  

“As poor as some of them are, they all seemed so very happy,” Evans added. “Until you see something 

like this yourself you just can’t understand it. It was the trip of a lifetime.” 

  

For more information on Unbound, log on to their website at www.unbound.org . 

http://www.unbound.org/

